
INFIN

08.30-09.00  Registration/ Networking

09.00-10.00  Roundtable Panel Discussion 

   Panel Members:
•	 Dominic Helmsley, Head Infrastructure Equity, Aberdeen Standard 

Investments
•	 Nicola Palmer, Partner, ARCUS IP
•	 James Wardlaw, Vice Chairman, Infrastructure, Campbell Lutyens
•	 Martin Lennon, Head, Infracapital 
•	 Mike Bryan, Senior Managing Director, Infrastructure & Real Assets, 

StepStone Group
   Moderator: 

•	 Mark Richards, Partner and Co-Leader, Energy, Environment and 
Infrastructure, BCLP

10.00    Chairman’s Closing Comments / Post Event Networking 

WHEN:  08.30-10.00, Wednesday 22nd January 2020

WHERE:  Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP, Adelaide House, London Bridge, London, EC4R 9HA

Wednesday 22nd January 2020

INFIN UK Breakfast Briefing
Outlook for European 
Infrastructure Investment 2020



SPEAKER PROFILES

MARTIN LENNON
HEAD, INFRACAPITAL 

Martin Lennon has been the Head of 
Infracapital since its inception, and has over 
25 years’ infrastructure, project finance and 
investment experience

Prior to founding Infracapital, Martin led the 
Project & Infrastructure Finance business 

at M&G, having joined the company in 1998. He developed a 
substantial and diversified business investing in infrastructure 
across a range of financial instruments including public bonds, 
private placements, loans, mezzanine and equity. Martin played a 
key role in the creation and development of the first secondary 
market PFI fund, the M&G Innisfree PPP Fund (“IMPPP”) in 
2002.

Martin chairs the Investment Committee of Infracapital and the 
Investment & Steering Committee of IMPPP. Martin also sits on 
the advisory board of a number of other infrastructure funds 
where the Prudential Group has investments. Prior to joining 
M&G, Martin worked in the infrastructure and project finance 
divisions of AMEC Plc and Brown & Root Limited.

Martin is a Chartered Management Accountant and is approved 
on the Financial Services Register to undertake the CF30 
controlled function.

NICOLA PALMER
PARTNER, ARCUS INFRASTRUCTURE PARTNERS LLP

Nicola has worked in the private infrastructure 
investment sector since it first became 
recognised as an asset class 25 years ago, and 
has executed and managed investments in a 
wide range of infrastructure sectors, including 
power, water, rail, utilities, ports and roads. 
Nicola was part of the team that founded 

Arcus Infrastructure Partners in 2009. She led the team that 
completed the takeover of Forth Ports in 2011 and was Asset 
Manager for Forth Ports from 2009 to 2012. Currently, Nicola 
brings her experience in sourcing and executing deals to her 
roles as Investment Committee member, Co-Head of Transport 
Sector Team and Head of Origination for UK, Ireland and 
Scandinavia.

Prior to joining Arcus, Nicola was with Babcock & Brown’s 
European Infrastructure Team in London and Sydney. Prior 
to Babcock & Brown, Nicola was with Australian Industry 
Development Corporation (AIDC) in Sydney. Nicola started 
her career with Baker & McKenzie and Clayton Utz in 
Sydney. Nicola holds an MA (Applied Finance) from Macquarie 
University (Australia), a LLB (Hons) and a BSc (Computer 
Science) from University of Sydney (Australia). In addition, 
Nicola holds a Diploma from the Securities Institute in Sydney.

DOMINIC HELMSLEY
HEAD OF ECONOMIC INFRASTRUCTURE, ABERDEEN 
STANDARD INVESTMENTS 

Dominic heads up the Economic Infrastructure 
team at Aberdeen Standard Investments. 
He has over 20 years’ experience in the 
infrastructure sector combining extensive 
mergers and acquisitions experience with 
asset management expertise. Dominic spent 
12 years with BAA plc where he headed their 

international acquisitions group and oversaw the acquisition 
and management of a number of overseas investments. Dominic 
then spent eight years in the fund management industry, initially 
with Babcock and Brown, as part of the European Infrastructure 
team that raised a €2.2bn infrastructure fund, and then as a 
Partner with Arcus Infrastructure Partners, which completed an 
MBO from Babcock and Brown in 2009. 

MICHAEL BRYAN
SENIOR MANAGING DIRECTOR, STEPSTONE 
INFRASTRUCTURE & REAL ASSETS

Mike is Senior Managing Director at Stepstone 
Infrastructure & Real Assets (“SIRA”). Mike 
has over 20 years’ experience in infrastructure 
investment having worked in both the 
private and public sector as an investor, 
banker and government advisor. Prior to 
joining Stepstone in July 2019, Mike was 

European Head of Infrastructure at Gingko Tree Investment, 
the investment division of the China State Administration 
of Foreign Exchange. Mike joined Gingko Tree in 2011 to 
establish and lead Gingko Tree’s infrastructure investment 
business, developing the investment strategy and leading the 
origination, execution and management activities for Gingko’s 
infrastructure portfolio across Europe.Mike’s experience as an 
investor includes a broad range of sectors across numerous 
European jurisdictions including regulated water & energy, rail, 
rolling stock, renewables, social infrastructure and student 
accommodation, transport and ports. Prior to Gingko Tree, 
Mr. Bryan worked within the UK Government (HM Treasury) 
advising on infrastructure investment and previously within the 
banking sector as Managing Director & Head of Infrastructure, 
for a Dutch merchant bank. Mr. Bryan is a member of SIRA’s 
Investment Committee.



SPEAKER PROFILES

JAMES WARDLAW
VICE CHAIRMAN, INFRASTRUCTURE, CAMPBELL LUTYENS

James joined Campbell Lutyens in 2011 with 
responsibility for the firm’s infrastructure 
practice and has been instrumental in building 
the practice over the last eight years.

His present role is focused on advising the 
firm’s clients, including fund managers and 

institutional investors, on infrastructure strategy globally. James 
has over 30 years of experience in corporate finance and 
the infrastructure sector.

He was previously a Managing Director in the Investment 
Banking Division of Goldman Sachs. Prior to this, he worked 
as an HM Treasury official, where he was responsible 
for the financing strategy for several of the UK’s largest 
infrastructure projects. In total, James worked for 23 years as a 
financing banker.

He is also on the panel of expert advisors to the UK Regulators 
Network, recently formed by all the economic regulators in the 
UK.

MARK RICHARDS
PARTNER AND CO-LEADER, ENERGY, ENVIRONMENT 
AND INFRASTRUCTURE, BRYAN CAVE LEIGHTON 
PAISNER LLP

Mark, a partner with in the leading 
international law firm Bryan Cave Leighton 
Paisner LLP (www.bclplaw.com) and heads 
BCLP’s EMEA Energy, Environmental & 
Infrastructure Team.

Mark has over 22 years of experience in 
providing multidisciplinary advice to public and private sector 
clients on a wide range of high value, innovative and complex 
infrastructure projects.   

Mark has been involved in some of the most high profile 
infrastructure deals both in the UK and overseas, including 
advising on equity (including secondary market trades), public 
and private debt structures, infrastructure fund trades and 
concession based structures.

Mark has worked across social infrastructure, digital 
infrastructure, transport and energy sectors.

Mark is recognised as a leading legal adviser and is rated as an 
Infrastructure / PPP expert in the latest edition of Chambers 
Guide to the Legal Profession and Who’s Who of Project 
Finance 2019 Edition. 

He regularly writes, chairs and addresses audiences on Global 
PPP structures.

Mark is qualified as a Solicitor in England & Wales and also a 
member of the New York State Bar.

Mark is a non-executive director of The International Project 
Finance Association (IPFA), a member of TheCityUK PPP 
working group, a member of The Infrastructure Forum advisory 
council and has contributed to several Infrastructure reports 
for London First and TheCityUK.

Mark has provided and run training courses for Euromoney over 
the past decade.  Mark has also led workshops on advanced 
PPP structuring for UK Government Departments, the Dubai 
Executive Council, Finnish Transport Authority, Brazilian 
Armed Forces, Asian Development Bank, Philippines PPP 
Centre and many corporate developer clients.  Mark regularly 
participates in IPFA training courses as a guest lecturer.


