
08.00-08.30  Registration, Networking, Continental Breakfast

08.30-09.30  Panel Discussion

   Meeting Chair: Philip Duffield, Partner, CMS 

   Panel Members: 

   - Richard Cuerden, Director, TRL Academy

   - Massimo Resta, Partner, Zouk Capital LLP

   - Tom Thorp, Director, Foresight Group

   - Matthew Hare, Chief Executive, Gigaclear plc

   - Asif Rafique, Managing Director Energy Storage,  
      SUSI Partners

   - Ed Clarke, Co-Founder & Director, Infracapital

09.30   Close of Panel Session & Post Event Networking 

I N F R A  F I N A N C E
BREAKFAST CLUBINFIN

Smart Cities,
Smart Infrastructure
Opportunity for the Infrastructure Investor? 

Date/Time: 08.30-09.30, Tuesday 19th September 2017
Venue: CMS, Cannon Place, 78 Cannon St, London EC4N 6AF



Speaker profileS

RICHARD CUERDEN
DIRECTOR, TRL ACADEMY – TRANSPORT RESEARCH 
LABORATORY

Richard is responsible for TRL’s strategic 
research plan and the associated thought 
leadership investments and activities, ensuring 
technical quality of research outputs, 
supporting the academic development of staff 
and managing engagement with stakeholders on 
programmes of collaborative research.

Richard has worked in the field of road 
safety and vehicle engineering research for over 25 years. He 
is currently involved in a diverse portfolio of research and 
consultancy projects, as well as championing the use of the 
Smart Mobility Living Lab in London to trial new Connected and 
Autonomous Vehicle (CAV) and Mobility as a Service (MaaS) 
solutions in complex real world urban environments. Richard 
is the Technical Director for the European Commission’s 
Framework Contract for the provision of consultancy services 
in the field of automotive safety and is leading the review of the 
EU’s General and Pedestrian Safety Regulations. He is Project 
Director for a number of CAV projects, including the UK’s 
HGV Platooning Trials. Richard is the technical lead for the UK’s 
Road Accident In-Depth Studies (RAIDS) programme and has 
previously successfully managed similar projects. 

Richard has a strong track record of identifying safety design 
priorities based on real world evidence and has a wealth of 
knowledge and expertise with respect to vehicle technologies 
and accident and injury prevention. 

MASSIMO RESTA
PARTNER – INFRASTRUCTURE, ZOUK 

Massimo joined Zouk in 2009 and is a Partner in the Clean 
Infrastructure team. He holds over 18 years 
experience in the banking, management 
consultancy and engineering sectors. Massimo 
is responsible for the sourcing and execution of 
clean infrastructure projects. 

Before joining Zouk, Massimo worked four 
years with the Infrastructure and Energy 
Finance team at Citi in London, advising on 
project finance transactions across Europe, 

Africa and the Middle East. Massimo had previously worked as a 
consultant at Bain & Company, as researcher in The Structural 
Engineering Department of the Politecnico di Milano and served 
as a Lieutenant in the Italian Military. 

Massimo holds an MBA from the Columbia Business School of 
NY and an MS Cum Laude in Civil Engineering from Politecnico 
di Milano. 

MATTHEW HARE
CHIEF EXECUTIVE, GIGACLEAR plc

Matthew is the founder and Chief Executive of Ultrafast Fibre 
Broadband network operator Gigaclear plc.  Gigaclear builds 

and operates brand new full fibre (“FTTP”) 
networks in rural parts of the UK, delivering 
Gigabit broadband to homes and businesses.  

Matthew founded Gigaclear in 2010 after 
completing 14 years as founder and CEO 
of Community Internet Group and ts.com, 
providers of internet and data services in 
the UK. Previously Matthew was involved in 

network, wireless, data and telephony businesses including 
Vodafone, Millicom, Microtel (Orange UK) and Liberty 
Communications.  He is a Council Member of ISPA UK, the 
Internet Services Providers Association. 

ED CLARKE
CO-FOUNDER & DIRECTOR, INFRACAPITAL

Ed co-founded Infracapital, the infrastructure 
investment arm of M&G Investments, the 
European fund management business of the 
Prudential Group.  Ed has over 25 years 
of infrastructure investment, funding and 
advisory experience.  Infracapital now has four 
funds under management targeting European 
infrastructure with over 30 current investments. 
Ed has made and managed investments across 

all sectors of infrastructure, in both brownfield and greenfield.  
Prior to founding Infracapital, Ed worked at Societe Generale 
where he was responsible for structuring and arranging capital 
markets issues to fund infrastructure projects and prior to that 
he was a leading member of the Hambros Bank infrastructure 
team, one of the pioneers of the PPP sector.  During his time at 
Hambros, Ed also set up their infrastructure advisory business in 
South Africa.

ASIF RAFIQUE
MANAGING DIRECTOR ENERGY STORAGE, SUSI PARTNERS

Asif is the Managing Director responsible for 
Energy Storage at SUSI Partners, a Swiss based 
asset manager. Asif joined SUSI in November 
2015 to lead all aspects of its Energy Storage 
Fund and brings over 20 years of experience 
in banking and investment. Prior to SUSI, Asif 
worked for over 10 years at Ecofin in London, a 
leading investment manager in renewable energy 
and infrastructure. He was key to investing, 

managing and exiting a variety of transactions across renewable 
sectors, representing an aggregate value of over three billion 
Euros. Prior to this, he worked in the energy and infrastructure 
sector at Deutsche Bank in London and Houston. His investment 
experience ranges from actively controlled majority investments 
to smaller scale passive positions (equity, mezzanine and debt). 
Asif has been member of a number of investee company Boards 
and investment committees and received a First Class Degree 
from the LSE in Accounting and Finance.

PHILIP DUFFIELD
PARTNER, CMS

Philip is a partner in the Energy, Projects and 
Construction team at CMS, having joined the 
team in 2004. He has extensive experience 
of advising developers, sponsors, funders 
and the public sector on a variety of energy 
and infrastructure projects in the UK and 
worldwide, covering a wide range of sectors 
including transport, telecoms and renewable 

energy. Recent experience includes numerous battery storage 
projects, as well as smart metering, tidal, pumped hydro, OFTO, 
onshore wind and biomass/energy-from-waste projects. Many of 
the projects on which he has advised have successfully secured 
project financing.

TOM THORP
CEO, FORESIGHT METERING (FML)      

Tom has been responsible for Foresight 
Metering (FML) since 2014. FML has been a 
Meter Asset Provider in the UK since 2009 
with circa 185,000 advanced and smart meters 
deployed across UK energy suppliers including 
3 of the Big 6, with a historic focus on the 
Industrial & Commercial sectors. With the 
smart meter rollout to residential customers 
now underway, Foresight Metering is supporting 

a number of challenger energy suppliers with their rollout plans 
as customer churn away from the Big 6. Alongside his role as 
Foresight Metering’s CEO, Tom is a Director at Foresight Group. 
He has worked across Foresight’s environmental infrastructure 
investments developing and financing a wide range of energy 
generating assets such as anaerobic digestion (commercial 
scale and farm based) as well as combustion and gasification 
technologies for virgin and waste wood fuelled renewable energy 
plants.


