
Wednesday 21 September 2016

DEVELOPING THE US P3  
SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE 
MARKET
Venue: Mayer, Brown LLP, 1221 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10020-1001

08.00-08.30:  Registration, Continental Breakfast and Networking 

08.30-09.30:  Panel Discussion

   Moderator: 

   - George K. Miller, Partner, Mayer, Brown LLP
   Panel Members:

   - Stuart Marks, Senior Vice President, Plenary Group

   - John Dionisio, Senior Investment Director, Meridiam

   - Stephen Howard, Managing Director, Barclays

   - Mansi Patel, Director, MetLife Private Capital Investors

   - Roberto Friedrich. Vice President, HOCHTIEF PPP Solutions  

      North America 

   - Sam Barend, N. Am Strategic Development P3 Director, AECOM  

      Capital & Founder, Performance Based Building Coalition

   - Daniel M. Feitelberg, Vice Chancellor, Planning and Budget,  

      University of California, Merced Campus

09.30:   Closing Comments and Networking

P3BREAKFAST
CLUB



Speaker profileS

SAMARA BAREND
NORTH AMERICA STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT P3 DIRECTOR, 
AECOM

Samara “Sam” Barend serves a dual role 
in AECOM as both Vice President and 
PPP Director for North America and as 
Development Director in AECOM Capital. 
In these roles, she provides leadership in 
AECOM’s PPP work across all business lines, 
including energy, water, transportation, and 

buildings and facilities. Ms. Barend has worked on several Public 
Private Partnerships bidding consortiums in the North America 
market including a juvenile correctional facility project in Puerto 
Rico, which the firm is currently shortlisted, and a justice 
complex in Houston, Texas. In addition, she has been involved 
in the development of an unsolicited proposal to the City of 
Virginia Beach for a light rail.

Ms. Barend also provides considerable assistance to cities and 
states in the development of PPP policy frameworks, potential 
projects, and legislation. She has served as Deputy Project 
Manager for the PPP study commissioned by the Washington 
State Joint Transportation Committee to investigate the 
suitability of PPP delivery to major transportation projects.

Prior to her position at AECOM, Ms. Barend served as 
Executive Director of the New York State Commission on 
Asset Maximization. The SAM Commission, was charged with 
exploring public-private opportunities in New York State. 
The Commission released a final report which identified 26 
specific public-private opportunities and proposed a transparent 
process for undertaking those ventures.

Ms. Barend has served as Vice President and Government 
Affairs Director for STV, and was responsible for overseeing, 
and often leading, industry-wide policy initiatives. In 2004, 
she ran as the Democratic candidate in New York’s 29th U.S. 
Congressional district race, holding her opponent to 50.8% 
of the vote and becoming one of the youngest women to 
run for federal office. She has also worked as the Statewide 
Neighborhood Program Director for Hillary Clinton’s U.S. 
Senate campaign and as Upstate Director for the New York 
Democratic State Committee.

Further, from 1996–2000 Ms. Barend spearheaded the 
successful effort to convert New York State’s Route 17 into 
Interstate 86. This interstate campaign resulted in the passage 
of the Interstate 86 Act, a bill which she drafted for Senator 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan that was included in the 1998 Federal 
Transportation Reauthorization.

JOHN DIONISIO
SENIOR INVESTMENT DIRECTOR, MERIDIAM 
INFRASTRUCTURE

John M. Dionisio is a Senior Investment 
Director for Meridiam Infrastructure North 
America Corp. and is based in New York. 
Since joining Meridiam in 2005 as one of the 
initial members, John has been actively engaged 
across a variety of infrastructure investment 
disciplines, including project development, 

project finance, fundraising, and corporate finance. As an 
investment professional and project developer, John has played 
active roles in the development of major North American and 
European PPPs, including the IH 635/ LBJ Managed Lanes Project 
in Texas, the North Tarrant Express Project, the Port of Miami 
Tunnel Project, the A2 Motorway in Poland, and the Long 
Beach Courthouse Project. John’s knowledge and expertise in 
financial structuring and capital markets includes the successful 
utilization of the TIFIA credit program and Private Activity 
Bonds on various competitive financing solutions on PPP 
Deals in the US market. John has also been actively involved 
in Meridiam’s capital raising efforts for its three, 25-year 
greenfield-focused Public Private Partnership infrastructure 
funds. In addition, John has served as the Corporate Finance 
Manager for Meridiam Infrastructure North America, which 
entailed the management and coordination of all North 
American corporate and finance related activities, including 
financial, legal, fiscal and regulatory compliance. John holds a 
Bachelors of Science degree from Georgetown University in 
Washington D.C.

DANIEL M. FEITELBERG
VICE CHANCELLOR, PLANNING AND BUDGET, UNIVERSITY 
OF CALIFORNIA, MERCED CAMPUS

Daniel Feitelberg joined the Merced campus 
of the University of California in December 
2012 to establish a new Division of Planning 
and Budget and serve as the chancellor’s chief 
financial advisor.  

In his role as Vice Chancellor, Mr. Feitelberg 
led the launch of the Merced 2020 Project.  In scope and 
design, UC Merced will be the site of the largest public-private 
partnership (P3) of its kind in the U.S. higher education 
sector.  The project will extend the first phase of campus 
ono to a greenfield site and provide 1.2 million square feet of 
sustainable infrastructure, academic, housing and student life 
facilities by 2020.  The campus is delivering the project through 
an availability payment design-build-finance-operate-maintain 
contract.  The university reached commercial and financial close 
in August 2016 with Plenary Properties Merced, a consortium 
led by the Plenary Group (equity investor), Webcor Builders 
(lead contractor) and Johnson Controls (lead operations & 
maintenance provider).   The campus plans to break ground in 
October 2016, with the first delivery of facilities are scheduled 
to open 2018 and substantial completion reached in 2020.

With thirteen years of investment banking experience, Mr. 
Feitelberg brings UC Merced significant experience raising debt 
capital for government clients in the high-grade taxable and 
tax-exempt markets.  During his tenure, Mr. Feitelberg served 
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as the head of J.P. Morgan’s surface transportation business 
in the Western United States.  He also worked with public 
sector clients to finance more than $100 billion of projects 
for transportation, energy, water, education and healthcare 
enterprises, as well as capital projects and operational funding 
for state and local governments. 

Prior to his investment banking experience, Mr. Feitelberg 
worked briefly in public service for state and local elected 
officials, including positions for a supervisor in San Mateo 
County, a member of the state Assembly, and a former state 
Treasurer.

Daniel Feitelberg has also been an active participant within the 
community, having served as a member of the board for the 
Peninsula Jewish Community Center and the Treasurer of the 
Jewish Community Relations Council of the San Francisco Bay 
Area.  He previously served as a member of the board for the 
California Foundation for the Environment and the Economy 
and as a member of the Steering Committee for the California 
Sustainability Alliance.

He graduated cum laude from the University of California, 
Davis, with degrees from the College of Letters and Sciences 
and the College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences.  
He resides in Burlingame, California with his wife, Brittany, and 
daughters, Aria and Avery. 

ROBERTO FRIEDRICH
VICE PRESIDENT, HOCHTIEF PPP SOLUTIONS N.AMERICA

Roberto Friedrich holds an Engineering Degree 
from Bauhaus University in Weimar, Germany. 
He has more than 18 years’ experience in 
the construction industry and serves as Vice 
President for HOCHTIEF PPP Solutions 
in New York.  HOCHTIEF PPP Solutions 
has developed numerous award-winning P3 

Projects in North America.  

Roberto’s 14 years of P3 project development experience 
includes over 30 P3 availability concession project pursuits in 
various functions and stages in both the transportation and 
social infrastructure sectors in North America and Europe. 

His current position is focussed on the development of various 
P3 project pursuits in the United States.  Currently Roberto 
is leading the Front Range Mobility Group, one of the four 
proposer groups in the Central 70 procurement in Colorado. 
He has also served as a lead or co-lead for proposal teams on 
multiple P3 pursuits in the social and transportation sectors, 
like the CAD140 million Saskatoon Civic Operations Centre 
Procurement in Canada or the $800 million East End Crossing 
Project Procurement in Indiana. Roberto was a member of 
the closing team on the Presidio Parkway P3 Project in San 
Francisco, California. 

Roberto’s experience in the social infrastructure sector spans 
Civic, Transit, Justice, Military, Police, Education, Administration 
and Healthcare asset  types. He played a significant role in 
developing HOCHTIEF’s social infrastructure expertise, which 

includes the development of P3 Projects containing more than 
400 buildings, including more than 40 in North America:

In 2009 and 2010 he led HOCHTIEF’s team to the successful 
closing of the CAD180 million Ontario Provincial Police Project 
in Ontario, which encompassed the design, build, finance and 
maintenance of 18 Police Facilities (Forensic Labs, Command 
Centres Detachments) across Ontario. 

He was a team member in various successful P3 schools 
projects in Germany, including the refurbishment of 7 schools in 
Cologne, the refurbishment of 3 Schools in Leverkusen or the 
refurbishment of 50 Schools in Offenbach, which included 282 
Buildings. Overall, he has worked on P3 proposals comprising 
refurbishment or new construction of more than 130 schools.

Roberto served as the Project Director for the first City Hall P3 
Project in Germany, which was in 2008 awarded the European 
Architecture Prize and celebrated in 2016 the first 10 years of 
successful operations. 

Roberto represents HOCHTIEF in the Performance Based 
Building Coalition and serves as one of the Coalition’s Board 
Members.

STEPHEN HOWARD
DIRECTOR AND HEAD OF INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT 
FINANCE, BARCLAYS  

Mr. Howard has 30 years of experience 
financing a broad range of infrastructure 
projects for public and private clients.  Mr. 
Howard’s non-recourse project finance 
experience spans all sectors, including 
transportation, water, and social infrastructure.  
Most recently, Mr. Howard and his team acted 

as joint bookrunner on the $272 million private activity bond 
transaction for SH-288 Project in Harris County, Texas and as 
co-senior manger on the marquee $2.4 billion bond issuance for 
the LaGuardia Airport Terminal B Redevelopment Project in 
May 2016.  

In 2015, Mr. Howard’s team acted as financial advisor to ACS/
TIAA-led consortium for the $826 million I-595 Refinancing, 
which was the first major P3 transportation project in the U.S. 
to be refinanced into long-term bond market port-construction, 
as senior bookrunner to the private concessionaire for the 
$557 million Portsmouth Bypass Project in Ohio and as joint 
bookrunner for the first U.S. broadband P3 project – Next 
Generation Kentucky Information Highway.  

Under Mr. Howard’s direction, the Barclays team served as 
advisor or senior underwriter for projects such as the State 
Route-91 in California, the North Tarrant Expressway II in 
Texas, Goethals Bridge Replacement Project connecting Staten 
Island and New Jersey, Midtown Tunnel/Elizabeth River Crossing 
Project in Virginia, Denver FasTracks Eagle P3 Light Rail Project, 
Terminal 4 Redevelopment Project at John F. Kennedy Airport 
and Carlsbad Desalination Plant Project in California, among 
others.
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Mr. Howard is a graduate of the Columbia University Graduate 
School of Business Administration and University of New 
Hampshire Whittemore School of Business and Economics. 
Mr. Howard’s certifications include the FINRA Series 7 and 63 
examinations.

STUART MARKS
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT, PLENARY GROUP

Based in Los Angeles, Stuart leads Plenary 
Group’s Los Angeles Office and takes a 
leadership role in U.S. origination and business 
development activities.

Stuart has significant project finance and 
public-private partnership (P3) experience in 

the U.S., Canada and Australia. He has successfully led bidding 
consortia under a variety of risk allocation approaches including 
toll concession and availability payment models in both the 
social infrastructure and transportation sectors. Stuart’s resume 
of successful P3 pursuits in the U.S. includes the Long Beach 
Court House (California), Presidio Parkway (California), Port of 
Miami Tunnel (Florida) and SH183 (Texas) projects.

Stuart holds a Bachelor of Arts/Law from University of 
Queensland (Australia), Grad Diploma in Applied Finance 
& Investment from the Securities Institute of Australia, and 
Masters of Business Administration from INSEAD (France).

GEORGE K. MILLER
PARTNER, MAYER, BROWN LLP

George Miller is a partner in Mayer Brown’s 
top-ranked Global Projects and Infrastructure 
Groups.  He has worked on numerous “Deals 
of the Year” and other high-profile transactions 
in the projects and infrastructure space.  
George has worked on the development and 
financing of infrastructure projects throughout 

the world.  Recently George has worked on the financing 
of John Laing Infrastructure Fund’s acquisition of Carlyle’s 
concession over 23 highway service plazas in the State of 
Connecticut in the U.S. and on the Kingston Container Terminal 
privatization in Jamaica.  George has been identified as a leading 
practitioner by Chambers and Partners, the International Who’s 
Who of Business Lawyers and The Best Lawyers in America.

MANSI PATEL
DIRECTOR, METLIFE PRIVATE CAPITAL INVESTORS

Mansi Patel is a Director at MetLife 
Investments in the MetLife Private Capital 
Investors group.  She is a member of the 
Infrastructure and Project Finance team, 
responsible for transaction sourcing, 
origination, underwriting and portfolio 
management in the Americas.  

She is primarily focused on Public Private Partnerships, 
transportation, power, water, pipeline, energy and social 
infrastructure sectors.  Additionally, Ms. Patel has been 
an instrumental member of the team in building MetLife’s 
investment management business for Infrastructure debt.  

Prior to joining MetLife Investments in 2006, Ms. Patel held 
roles at PricewaterhouseCoopers in their advisory and 
consulting tax divisions.  She holds a B.S. degree in Statistics 
and a B.S. degree in Finance from Rutgers College and a M.B.A. 
in Finance from Silberman College of Business at Fairleigh 
Dickinson University.   


